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Abstract: This paper investigates how one’s reading andgritiabit contributes to his/her

blog adoption. A survey will be conducted towardslerstanding the relationship between
individual’s reading and writing habit, in terms attitude and behavioral pattern

respectively and the adoption of blogs. Since timeey has not yet started at this point, only
the theoretical and methodological approachesegerted in this paper. This study will

give insights for learners on adopting blogs fduatlearning effectiveness.

Keywords: Reading habit, writing habit, blog adoption, adoptof innovations

I ntroduction

Weblogs (or blogs) had its current form around 1®ice then, there has been a steadily
growing body of bloggers and blog readers arourdgtbbe. Blogs are regularly updated
web pages which include journal-like text entripgtures as well as other multimedia
content, and hyper texts linking to other web sitggical entries of a blog are presented in
a reverse-chronological format, and many of thdowapeople to comment or feedback on.

There have been a number of studies attemptingntieretand what motivates
people to use blog and why. Regarding blogging ssceal activity, for example, Nardi,
Schiano, Gumbrecht, and Swartz [1] found five mapativations for blogging, including
documenting one’s life, providing commentary andnagms, expressing deeply felt
emotions, articulating ideas through writing, amanfing and maintaining community
forums. From the perspective of individual diffecenGuadagno, Eno, and Okdie [2] found
that self-expression was a consistent factor anstundjes that motivates people to blog or
read blogs, and the personalities of opennessvioesperience and neuroticism can also
contribute to blogging [3].

There could be numerous reasons for people to bfogead blogs. However,
because both blogging and reading blogs are isdmmie conventional writing and
reading in their cognitive dimension of self-refiea [4], there should exist some intrinsic
factors which motivate one to adopt blogs. Fromuiegvpoint of diffusion of innovations
[5], blogging and reading blogs have apparentikgatdvantages over conventional writing
and reading [e.g., 6], and are compatible withabgnitive aspects of writing and reading
practices [4]. Current blogging tools are userrily, simple to use, and have observable
results. Such qualities of blogs, may have promtitecdoption of blogs as an extension of
one’s habitual writing and reading practices. lneotwords, blogging or reading blogs can
be simply a result of one’s writing or/and readivabit. As a preliminary investigation on
the effect of one’s habit on the adoption of blagss study will focus only on how one’s
reading and writing habit contributes to his/hergohdoption.

13



T. Hirashima et al. (Eds.) (2011). Proceedingshef19th International Conference on Computers in
Education. Chiang Mai, Thailand: Asia-Pacific Stgifor Computers in Education

1. Literature Review
1.1 Blog Adoption

Adoption is “a decision to make full use of an imaton as the best course of action
available” [5, p. 21]. It contains a psychologigabcess leading up to one’s decision to
accept an innovation [7]. Blog adoption, therefaran be defined as one’s decision to
accept and engage in the continual use of blogs.

There have been several studies investigating vdople blog. Nardi, Schiano,
Gumbrecht, and Swartz [1] conducted an ethnograptstudy on 23 bloggers. From
in-depth interview, they found their informants iggdly found blogs through other blogs
they were reading, through their friends or coliezgy or through the link included in instant
messages or web pages. Guadagno, Okdie, and Esad8égsted that personality factors
may contribute to the likelihood of being a bloggemd predict who blogs. They
investigated how the five measures of personalitye Big Five personality inventory [9]
contribute to blogging. Their findings suggestedt {reople who are high in the openness to
new experience and high in neuroticism are likelybe bloggers. In another study,
Guadagno, Eno, and Okdie [2] found that self-expiogsWas a consistent factor across
different studies investigating what motivates pgedp blog or read blogs.

Deng and Yuen [4] proposed a framework to structimee major blogging
behaviors: blog writing, reading, and commenting. hown in Figure 1, three blogging
behaviors were considered in both the social/pdggial and cognitive dimensions along
the continuum between individual and communitythiis framework, writing blogs allows
self-expression of personal feelings and thoughtsch foster self-reflection. Reading
blogs allows the reader to interact with the contmd connect to the community for
self-reflection and inspiration. Commenting on ldag a way to converse with the blog
author as well as the community for reflective ogale and social support.
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Figure 1. Deng & Yuen'’s (2011) framework for theuedtional affordances of blogs

From the perspective of diffusion of innovationg, [log writing, reading, and
commenting are not only compatible with conventlomating, reading, and commenting
practices in the cognitive dimension, but also hal&tive advantages of social expression,
social connection, and social interaction. As Reg@003) pointed out, one needs to
perceive at least some of the relative advantabel®gging and is willing to cope with the
uncertainty of this new media before he or sheroake the decision of adopting it. In
addition to the social aspects of blogging [1.a8ld the personalities that make the adoption
of blogs easy or difficult [2, 3], we claimed thhere is still some factor that drove one to
adopt blogs and sustained the continual usageogfybig. And one’s writing and reading
habits are the very factors from within.
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1.2 Reading habit and reading blogs

A habit, according to Merriam Webster dictionasfers to “a behavior pattern acquired by
frequent repetition or physiologic exposure thabveh itself in regularity or increased
facility of performance”. Reading habit, in thisidy, was defined by one’s attitude toward
reading [10] and his/her behavioral pattern [1lthwespect to the frequency and regularity
of reading. One who has the reading habit holdgipesttitude to it, and reads mostly for
pleasure and enjoyment [12, 13]; this reading bielnas habitual, which occurs constantly
and regularly. Liu [14] conducted a survey to ustind how the burgeoning of digital
media impacts reading behaviors. He found that leeggend more time on reading due to
information explosion and digital technology, ahdre is an increasing amount of people
developing screen-based reading. He noticed thexe tkmerged screen-based reading
behaviors, which are characterized by “more timeboswsing and scanning, keyword
spotting, one-time reading, non-linear reading, enwde selective reading; while less time
is spent on in-depth reading and concentratedmgadnd sustained attention is decreasing”
(p. 705). Blogging (writing, reading, or commentiblpgs), more or less, exhibits similar
characteristics summarized by Liu [14].

1.3 Writing habit and writing blogs

Writing habit, in this study, was defined by onatsitude toward writing [15] and his/her
behavioral pattern [16] with respect to the freqryeand regularity of writing. According to
a definition provided by Graham, Berninger & Fab][IWriting attitude as an affective
disposition involving how the act of writing makée author feel, ranging from happy to
unhappy”. One who has writing habit holds favorahtigtude toward it, and write more
often and expend greater effort when composing [15]

The students who have writing habit usually spemar$ posting on their blogs and
making comments to their friends’ posting. Apadnfrthe social/psychological aspects of
blogging [4], to a reader or writer, who keepsadiag & writing habit, blogging may differ
from reading & writing conventional print materiatsthe form the content was structured
and manifested. Therefore, the adoption of blogsb&aregarded as an inclusion of a new
medium (i.e., the web) into the habitual writingeord reading practices.

2. Methodology

2.1 The Conceptual Model

Habit
Blog
Adoption
Writing
Habit

Figure 2. The research framework of this study

2.2 Instrument Development Procedures

We develop Questionnaire items for each constAmd. then we will conduct a survey to
blog users and finally to validate the instrumend gest the relationship between factors.
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2.3 Data Analysis Procedures

To verify the dimensionality and reliability of tmesearch constructs, purification process,
including factor analysis, correlation analysis,damnternal consistency analysis
(Cronbach’s alpha) will be conducted. Multiple reggions will be conducted to evaluate
for cause and effect of research variables. Inddgersample t-test one way-ANOVA will
be conducted for demographics. Finally Structurgudion Model (SEM) will be
conducted to examine the overall research framework
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