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Abstract. One of the strong powers of e-Portfolio is to Istkdents who are spread globally
to work in a team to tackle with a project. Theemtational high schools in Japan, Taiwan,
and the Great Britain took part in the project. Whionducting the project, the high school
students had chances to brainstorm, discuss, am thfough the e-Portfolio. The high
school students in the three countries shared tperience of the difference in cultural
values, decision-making process, criteria for judgimas well as project management. This
is an example of Connecting Classrooms East ASBE®) initiated by the British Council
Japan in 2008-2009, employing e-Portfolio. The inefgoal set by the British Council in
Japan was to nurture global citizens through thigegt. This paper reports the successful
results of the global collaborative learning of tligh school students with different cultural
background.
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Introduction

It is seen in this section an e-Portfolio in actiorthe international collaboration project
called Connecting Classroom East Asia (CCEA),atstil by the British Council Japan in
2008-2009. The project originally aimed at imprayithe international awareness of
junior-high/high school students throughout Asial &urope. The projects of this kind
had historically been conducted by assembling stisd@ one location from all over the
world for a limited period of time, and by facilitag the communication and interaction
among them in a classroom setting and/or a groug Weomat. When the Internet became
widely available in early 2000’s, several effortadhbeen made to create the similar
objectives virtually, for instance, by creating tbeline mailing list for students from
several countries and by facilitating the commuindceamong them via e-mail, which
turned out in vain.

The British Council Japan did in fact try to folloa similar path for the CCEA
project: creating an online bulletin board on isbsite, assigning IDs for the participating
junior-high/high school students, and letting theommunicate online. However, the
project only succeeded after the project team implged a cloud-based application
dedicated for the project, which contained not amyonline bulletin board for discussion
and communication but also an e-Portfolio, in whieach student had their own
personalized area to accumulate his/her profileeropertinent personal information to
share with others, research papers, and presentatiterials.

This paper introduces how the project team utilitee cloud-based application with
an e-Portfolio function and succeeded in facilitgtthe interactions among students in
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different locations and with different cultural lb@counds in the virtual setting. First, the
CCEA project is described focusing on its goalydrre, and implementation process.
And then the cloud-based application implementedte project is elaborated. Finally,
the outcomes of the CCEA project is shared.

1. Project Overview

The CCEA project was kicked off when the British uGoil Japan approached The
Education Institute for Private Schools in Japarprticipation in June 2008. The goal of
the project was “to build sustainable school pasiigs, which might broaden the
international views of young people and educatengagueople as global citizens,” and the
Council tried to achieve it by virtually connectisudents of private junior-high/high

schools in Japan, Taiwan, and the United Kingdoive private junior-high/high schools

participated in the project, which communicatedhwtite students from Taipei City in

Taiwan and Belfast in the U.K.

The project was officially kicked off with Taiwadapan, and UK Contact Seminar
on October 13-15, 2008, and the discussion topare \welected for participating students
to conduct research and discussion. The partiagastudents were divided into eight
groups based on the discussion topics. Table MWbksts the eight discussion topics as
well as some of the examples of sub-topics.

Table 1. List of Discussion Topics for CCEA

1. Change of our Life Style The Progress of Social Activity of Women
Educational Change
2. Space +  Should we cut money for space exploration?
3. Water +  What is water crisis?
What can we do NOW for water?
4. Human Rights - Canada: A Barrier Free Nation
Afghanistan: A Country Struggling to Develop
5. Poverty +  Poverty of children
+  Social problems caused by poverty
6. Biodiversity +  Type of biodiversity
- Biodiversity of Species
Treaty for preserving biodiversity
7. Counseling - Parents’ influence over children
Ways to communication
8. Energy & Environment - Self-sufficiency ratio in the energy supply of Japa
Measure with nuclear power generation

2. Virtual Communication Platform using e-Portfolio

The project team decided to implement the cloucthaapplicationmanaba folig in
February 2009 in order to facilitate the communaatas well as information sharing
among students from different high schools andediffit countries, who had never met
face-to-face beforemanaba folioincluded two key functions suitable for the CCEA
project: an e-Portfolio function and an online btith board function.

The e-Portfolio function is shown in Figure 1, waiprovided each student with
his/her own space. Students were able to accumtitaie profile information, short
research papers, presentation materials, and drgr pertinent information to save or
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share. Thus, by accessing the application, theestadcould check and reflect on tr
own previous work at any time and anywhere. It wias aquipped with a function whic
enabled the students to share their own portfolits other participants. With suc
function, the students were able to search and lio&ther students’ portfoliosearn
about them including what ty had been studying.

Another key function, an online bulletin board, wimoin Figure 2, was used as i
communication platform for the students to shar@ exchange ideas and thoughts. ¢
student could either initiala series of discussion on a specific topic or redpo peers
comments. In the CCEA project, each of the eiglougs was provided with its ov
bulletin board to learn to communicate and collab®in an international grot

.
¥

Figure 1. e-Portfolio Fig. 2. Online bulletin board

The combination of these two key functions, t-Portfolio and the online bulletin boat
led the CCEA project to success. Within the disicumsgroup, an individual student or t
small team conducted resears on sultopics, put together their results in the form «
short paper, and saved in their respect-Portfolio as artifact. Other students in the s:
discussion group were able to easily access tliestis paper accumulated in his/h-
Portfolio, and to initiate a discussion on a specific topimgighe online bulletin boart
After the discussion within the group, the studesgponsible for the s-topic either
modified the original paper and saved in his/I-Portfolio, or simply entered discsion
notes directly in his/her-Bortfolio. By taking turns, all the participants the samt
discussion group were not only able to learn aldouariety of su-topics by discussin
and exchanging ideas, but also experienced anddedhe cultural difrences and values
in order to nurture an international community. Byaking friends in this way, tF
students were motivated to continue working onpitogect.

3. Results

The success of the project was guaranteed by dkistgts on the use imanaba foli, and
the final comments by Akiko Tokumaru, the studezader of the CCEA project 20(
The statistics ofmanaba folic indicates that over the course of the project fidarch
2009 till November 2009, as the students learnedenatout each her through the
interaction on the @ortfolio system and the online bulletin board ,ythecame more ar
more active in participating in the discussionsva#l as their mutual communication. ,
shown in Figure 3, the total number of posts madé¢he buletin board oimanaba folio
increased from less than 10 in June, to aroundvB®the summer, and eventually to o
180 in November. In the same way, the total nunolbgrage view went up from 3,000
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July and August to 16,000 in November. As Akiko Tinlaru, the student leader of the
CCEA project 2009, commented in the final reporCEA 2009 Activity Log, the
participating students learned that “communicai®mmportant in order to get to know
and understand each other no matter which couné&ryake from or what language we
speak.”

<Total number of postings per month>
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Figure 3. Total number of posts made on the onlinkbulletin board in 2009

The original goal set by the British Council Japaribroaden the international views

of young people and to educate young people asagtizens,” ended up with a great
success. It was also witnessed by the comment Akiko Tokumaru, who stated “The
most important thing in making relationships witifehds from other countries is just to
have fun communicating in our own expressing way #&ve all together on the same
planet. So let’s not be prepossessed with our auntcy. We are Global Citizens.”
A lesson we learned from this showcase is thatstieeess of e-Portfolio is due to the
proactive collaboration of all users/stakeholdersvall as the motivation to communicate
actively. In order to lead to any project to susgdbe clearly defined goal or mission is
the key to make all members united and work in team
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